Fact Sheet:  Troy Davis – Innocent on Death Row?
Strong new evidence suggesting innocence yet to be judicially reviewed

Basic Facts

Mark McPhail, a white police officer, was shot dead at a Burger King parking lot in Savannah on August 18, 1989.

On August 28, 1991, Troy Anthony Davis was convicted and sentenced in to death for the murder of Officer McPhail.
Davis was also convicted for the non-lethal shooting of Michael Cooper and assault of Larry Young.  In the years after the trial, both victims have denied that Davis was the perpetrator in their attacks.
Davis’s conviction was not based on any physical evidence.
The murder weapon was never found.

All of the prosecution’s non-police witnesses, but two, have recanted or contradicted their testimony as late as 2003, well after his initial appeals were rejected.  
Many witnesses claimed they were coerced by the police to implicate Davis and did not witness Davis shoot McPhail.

The remaining two witnesses against Davis include a man who has been implicated as the murderer of McPhail by nine people in signed affidavits.  The other witness said he could only recall the color of the shooter’s clothes.

Witness Recantations and Contradictions
Darrell Collins: “[The police] were telling me that I was an accessory to murder and that I would … go to jail for a long time and I would be lucky if I ever got out, especially because a police officer got killed…I was only sixteen and was so scared of going to jail.”

Antoine Williams: “After the officers talked to me, they gave me a statement and told me to sign it. I signed it. I did not read it because I cannot read … I was totally unsure whether he was the person who shot the officer. I felt pressured to point at him ... I have no idea what the person who shot the officer looks like.”

Jeffrey Sapp: “The police came and talked to me and put a lot of pressure on me…. They wanted me to tell them that Troy confessed to me about killing that officer. The thing is, Troy never told me anything about it. I got tired of them harassing me …. I told them that Troy did it, but it wasn’t true.”

Daniel Kinsman: “[T]here was and is no doubt in my mind that the person who shot the officer had the gun in and was shooting with his left hand.”  Davis is right-handed.

Witnesses Implicate another Man:

Shirley Riley: "People on the streets were talking about Sylvester Coles being involved with killing the police officer, so one day I asked him if he was involved …. Sylvester told me he did shoot the officer."

Joseph Washington:  “I am positive that it was Red [Coles’ knick name] who shot the police officer… [He] was wearing a white shirt…I had no idea that the shirt…was important because no one ever asked me…I would have testified to this but I was not asked by the state or by Troy’s lawyers.”

Appeals Process
1993:  The Georgia Supreme Court affirmed Davis’s initial conviction and sentence in its automatic review of the case
1994:  Davis’s habeas corpus petition was filed with state court

1997:  State court denied habeas petition (evidence of police coercion of witnesses procedurally defaulted – court said it should have been raise earlier)

2000:  Georgia Supreme Court affirmed state court’s denial of habeas relief.  

2004:  Judge Nangle of the 11th Circuit Federal Court of Appeals rejected Davis’s claims
2006:  11th Circuit heard oral arguments, during which Judge Rosemary Barkett, disturbed by the direction the court was taking, said, “If these people say, 'I was coerced by the police,' how could he [Judge Nangle] reject that without a hearing?”.  The appeal was rejected and the request for a rehearing later that year was also denied.
2007:  
April 11 - Davis’s certiorari petition (final appeal) was filed with US Supreme Court
June 25 – cert. petition denied
Contact Laura Moye for more information: LMoye@aiusa.org / 404 876 5661x12
For further information, please read the Amnesty International report: 
“Where is the Justice for Me?” at www.amnestyusa.org/troydavis
