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October 23, 2008
Dear Governor Perdue,
I write with regard to the planned execution of Troy Davis.

I acknowledge that Mr. Davis may be guilty of murder.  From my seat, I cannot know the truth of the matter.  And I presume that, similarly, you yourself have no personal knowledge of the case.
However, while I do not know the facts, from what I have read, I do feel certain that a number of witnesses who originally testified against Mr. Davis have recanted their testimony, some alleging coercion on the part of the police.
Such circumstances cry out for caution.  The imposition of the death penalty is an act which cannot be repealed.   Should additional evidence of Mr. Davis’ innocence be uncovered after his execution, public confidence in the rule of law and the administration of justice will be dealt a powerful blow. 
Given what is at stake here, I urge you to take the necessary steps to permit a retrial of this matter.  We must avoid the execution of a possibly innocent man as well as the appearance that the State of Georgia went forward with an execution when reasonable doubt existed.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Katherine S. Broderick, Dean
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