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Your Excellency, Mr Ambassador,
Troy Davis is scheduled to be executed in Georgia at 7pm local time on 23 September. He has been on death row for 17 years for a murder he maintains he did not commit. His appeal for clemency was denied on 12 September.

In considering the case, the members of the Board of Pardons and Paroles met on 12 September with the lawyer and relatives of Troy Davis, relatives of the victim Mark MacPhail, and prosecutors from the District Attorney's office which prosecuted Davis. The Board gave no explanation for or elaboration of its decision to deny clemency.

Since the USA resumed executions in 1977, 1,120 prisoners have been put to death, 43 of them in Georgia. More than 100 people have been released from death rows around the country on grounds of innocence, many of them in cases in which witness testimony has been shown to have been unreliable.

I am sure you are aware of the UN General Assembly Resolution of 18 December 2007 calling for a global moratorium on the use of the death penalty. This has been followed by a global trend towards the abolition of the use of the death penalty, as confirmed by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon's report this week on the issue. The European Parliament was instrumental in calling for the UN moratorium, and has since called repeatedly for the moratorium to be adopted in all areas where the death penalty is practised. The Presidency of the Council of the European Union in May this year appealed to the Governor of Kentucky to intervene in the case of Mr Ralph Blaze, for example. 

I would ask that you do all that you can to help prevent the execution of Troy Davis.
Yours Sincerely,

Liz Lynne MEP
Whilst Liz Lynne MEP will treat as confidential any personal information which you pass on, she will normally allow staff to see it if this is needed to help and advise you. In some cases it may be necessary to give information to other agencies to help with your case. Your name and contact details will be recorded for future reference.

