Troy Anthony Davis

By

Martina Correia (sister)

First of all I want to thank the many people from around the world who have been calling, emailing and writing on behalf and support of Troy and my family. It is amazing how many calls I have received today, sitting here in my room where all I can hear is a lawn mower outside, my son’s voice (he is reading me a book) and the stillness of my mother’s breathing in the next room.  The Supreme Court’s Decision has not dampened the spirits of my family nor our determination to seek Justice on behalf of Troy as well as Officer Mark McPhail for whom he was convicted of killing.  I feel this resurgence of activism from around the world, and outpouring of love, compassion and even sorrow for my family. 

I want you all to know this battle has been waging for over 16 years in my family and our faith in God keeps us strong, Troy is but one battle in this war against the death penalty worldwide. Battling breast cancer for 7 years has taught me many things, one that I am not a Survivor, I am a Warrior, I strive to be a Chaplain of the Common Good as Dr. Lowery would say. Battling the Death Penalty has taught me that my faith is unwavering, that my compassion and understanding for all those families of death row inmates is overflowing. I feel their pain, I understand there suffering. Many times I wonder if my brother is to be executed, who will be in the room with him to give him peace, do I have the strength, then I realize I have a praying mother who has endured so much yet remains, hopeful, prayerful, strong and in my eyes majestic. I sometimes feel that cancer and the death penalty have commonality in that they have helped me experience a higher level of Love, Friendships, Strength, Faith and Determination.

I never thought growing up that people around the world would know my name or the name of my brother, but I want you all to know it is not because of my work with the death penalty, healthcare, or any other human rights issues I am passionate about that you know my name. It is because of Troy Anthony Davis and the love I have for him that I am able to continue in this lifelong battle. Troy has always been the activist, I am merely his voice and I will Never STOP telling his Story. Troy taught me compassion, forgiveness, faith and he gives me Hope. 

I look at my son who is 13 now and he keeps repeating the same question, “Why do we kill innocent people, why do they want to kill my Uncle Troy?” I have never had an answer for him that I thought was even close to being good, but today I sat him down and I said if for any reason it comes to that, “Maybe Uncle Troy is to be the catalyst of Change.”  

If you want to know how you can help, then write to Troy, give him hope, show up in numbers when you are needed, but more importantly know that my family knows that you are all a blessing to us and we thank you for all you are doing and will continue to do.  We will fight until the end, even past Troy I will see the death penalty abolished in my lifetime. Please know that Faith can move mountains and we can Still Save Troy Anthony Davis.

Troy Anthony Davis is making a statement about Human Rights and people are listening.
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