A few words in support of Troy Davis  from Hélène Flautre, President of the sub-Committee on Human Rights at the European Parliament

September 11th, 2008     

We are about to celebrate, in December 2008, the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights which states that everybody has the right to a fair trial. Nevertheless, 2008 also celebrates for Troy Davis 17 years waiting for his execution in the death row.

Is that fair ? Even though there are abundant proofs of his innocence, even though material evidence against him has never been produced, even though seven witnesses have retracted their testimony, Troy Davis has been condemned to death penalty.
Troy is a symbol of  how the presumption of innocence can be flouted, but he can still be rehabilitated and justice in the United States can still win, win the fight against injustice that always fall on the most vulnerable persons. This is why I call the judges to prove their courage and humility in the name of Law, which they represent, and not persist in their error which can result in sending an innocent to his death and let a crime be unpunished.
It is in the name of Humanity that I take the defence of Troy Davis. I can assure you that I have the support of the European Parliament. The resolution the Parliament adopted on July 10th 2008  asks that Troy Davis  death sentence be commuted  and, in view of the abundant evidence which might lead to such commutation, for the relevant Courts to grant him a retrial.
