July 10, 2007

State Board of Pardons and Paroles
2 Martin Luther King, Jr Drive, SE
Suite 458, Balcony Level, East Tower
Atlanta, GA. 30334-4909

Re: Troy Davis

Dear Chairperson Hunt and Board members:

On behalf of the undergraduate, graduate, and professional students at Howard University, we stand with Amnesty International, the National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, and thousands who are calling for the sparing of the life of Troy Davis in the state of Georgia. In particular, in the case of Troy Davis, serious questions have been raised concerning his possible innocence in the alleged charges.

While we may not necessarily agree to the death penalty, we recognize that your service on the State Board of Pardons and Paroles means you treat the death penalty as a fact of law. The 124 people who have been released from death rows across the US due to wrongful conviction are themselves dramatic indicators of the seriousness of the matter at hand. News accounts of a growing number of cases in which those who have already been executed are now believed to have been innocent only increase that burden. The fact that human error is inevitable argues that we must exhaust every
possibility and carefully examine every detail before allowing the state to take an action that cannot be reversed. Our plea is that you use your power to ensure that Troy has one final chance of a fair hearing in federal court, one that will properly review all evidence, both old and new, and properly question the reliability of the witness testimony used against him at trial. We implore you to review the facts of this case. Immense "reasonable doubt" exists in Troy's case, and by granting clemency, 
you can prevent a grave travesty.

The state of Georgia should not execute Troy Davis. We believe in equal justice and fairness for all people. A violation of the human rights of Troy Davis is a violation of human rights for all people.

Sincerely,

Marcus A. Ware, President
